One morning in late July, we returned from grocery shopping to find all power off in our neighborhood and a tractor trailer truck overturned diagonally across the state highway about 20 yards in front of our living room. The rear end of the trailer, which had clipped off a power pole across the road, was in our driveway spilling its contents -pickled pigs' feet.
We spent the rest of that Friday watching a skilled team resolve the crisis. Two tow trucks righted the huge vehicle as state and city police directed traffic and fire department responders sopped up the diesel fuel that had leaked across the thoroughfare. Highway department workers cleaned up debris, environmental experts checked to make sure none of the truck's cargo had invaded the water supply, and the New York State Electric and Gas Co. waited to erect a new pole and restore service. Twelve hours after the crash, the truck was gone, the power was on, and we were watching the Yankees on reconnected cable television.
The way those 50 or so emergency responders worked together strikes me as an excellent model for the education we seek to provide our students with here at WestConn. Each was an expert in his or her own specialty, from the assistant police chief who commanded the incident, to the young woman who operated the giant auger used to drill a hole for the new power pole, to the photographer who chronicled the day. This level of expertise is what our students develop in their major area of study -be it accounting, social work or music. It's what will carry them in the early years of their careers.
Yet the emergency responders also demonstrated effective teamwork, a result, no doubt, of training for their specific roles. At universities, general education courses afford a broader viewpoint. Often students don't immediately recognize the value of such courses. It's only after a few experiences in the complex world of work and life that their value becomes apparent.
The great philosopher Sir Isaiah Berlin once characterized humanity as divided into two types: hedgehogs, who know one thing and know it well, and foxes, who know a little about many things. In the complex world of the 21st century, WCSU graduates, like the upstate New York emergency responders, will have to possess the best of both species' talents to be successful. It's our job here on campus to make sure that happens.
S e e y o u t h e r e ! For more information, visit wcsu.edu/alumni.
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WCSU Alumni Association's 25th Anniversary Golf Tournament
By Paul Steinmetz Last fall, the university received a $100,000 donation from Nabil Takla, the president of Morganti USA of Danbury, to fund a scholarship for WCSU students.
Takla presented the check to WCSU President James W. Schmotter in a ceremony at the university, acknowledging that support from industry is an important component of the university's financial health.
"Support from Morganti Group will provide benefits far beyond today," Schmotter said. "The Morganti Scholarship will allow more students to stay in school or to attend the university without taking another job. When they graduate, these students tend to stay in Connecticut and contribute to the state's economy. Today, Morganti took a giant step toward securing the future for all of us."
Takla said the gift is a reflection of Morganti's commitment to the region and to its employees, many of whom have graduated from WCSU.
"We have an active interest in supporting the essential institutions that support our youth," Takla said. "We feel an obligation to help whenever we can."
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The Morganti Scholarship will support students who qualify based on merit and/or need. The first scholarship will be awarded in 2010.
The Morganti Group was founded by John Morganti in 1920. The company has grown from a small familyowned Connecticut general contracting firm to a major international construction management organization and a leader in construction industry techniques. In 1988, Morganti was acquired by Consolidated Contractors Co., one of the largest international construction firms, headquartered in Athens, Greece.
Morganti was the construction administrator for the WCSU Science Building and general contractor of the university's Fifth Avenue parking garage. Other area projects include the wastewater treatment plant in Danbury, and the YMCA buildings in Brookfield and Ridgefield, with several hundred other projects that include airports, hospitals, prisons, industrial buildings and educational facilities around the world.
WCSU accepts $100,000 gift from Morganti WCSU President James W. Schmotter shakes hands with Nabil Takla, president of Morganti USA of Danbury. The company's $100,000 donation will be used for student scholarships. Previously, in 1967, he'd started teaching at his alma mater, WestConn. "It was a place where students developed self-esteem," he says. "A college where, if you applied yourself, you could go literally anywhere. It still is. Today, our biology students go on to many of the best medical schools and research institutions, like
Tufts or the Ivy Leagues, to prepare for careers in science, teaching and medicine."
Dye is justly proud of that. His 42-year teaching tour at WestConn is the longest still running at the university. That same "no excuses" stance of his has gone a long way toward successfully preparing his students for the pragmatic, multi-faceted disciplines of science.
"Saturday labs with Dr. Dye were challenging," recalls Thomas A. Valluzzo, DMD, '71, whose periodontic practice is in Danbury. "They went from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., so there'd be no partying Friday night." Valluzzo chuckles then adds seriously, "The fact is, Frank Dye was absolutely one of the best teachers I ever had."
Cellular biology goes to the most fundamental building blocks of life. Dye's commitment to its study has been life-long and is reflected in the bounty of his research and writing, from peer-reviewed studies into "The in vitro movement of mammalian epithelial cells" to books like the Dictionary of Developmental Biology and Embryology (published by John Wily & Sons in 2002).
Dye has done research at UConn Health Center and Yale University, among others. Indeed, the body of work he has produced to-date is vast, yet as finely detailed as the biology of the cells he studies.
The university's Westside Nature Preserve, of which Dye is the founding director, has been his project of a lifetime. Established in 1993, it has brought research, teaching and environmental concerns together in a green accomplishment of exceptional value to nowand-future students as well as to the university community as a whole.
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By Irene Sherlock
Each day artist Bryn Gillette contemplates first in his mind, then in his heart, an image of all that surrounds him. It's a shifting universe, reflecting a myriad of interests to which he's deeply and spiritually committed. One of them is painting.
"I try to capture on canvas the interaction between whatever's going on in my daily life with some of my deeper spiritual concerns," Gillette says.
Sometimes he paints in front of an audience. Worship art, he calls it --painting that's done during church services. On Sundays, he can be found at the Walnut Hill Community Church (WHCC) in Bethel, Conn., responding in the moment to song, music and words of the pastorate and congregation.
"Just as music is transcribed in the heart," he says of the process, "I try to visually transcribe the spirit of what's happening in the church."
Gillette is an intuitive businessman, though he would hardly describes himself as one. For three years, he was a manager at Vertigo, a skateboard park in Brookfield, Conn., where students learn skateboarding, but where the real agenda is leadership development and mentorship. Currently, he is pastor of the up-and-running "TenForty Skate Church." Each Sunday a diverse and growing group meet up at Vertigo for an alternative church service, one authentic to the skate culture. The public skate, lessons and lunch are free. Sometimes, there's live rock music, as well.
"Skateboarding is typically associated with a rebellious crowd," Gillette explains. "It tends to draw the insecure --the kids who do it to gain instant access to being cool." The clothing is there, and the music, he says.
"We're getting them at a great age, showing them they can be cool and still be men of character."
A series of trips abroad --first as a youth, then as an adult --to war-torn places such as BosniaHerzegovina, Rwanda and then Haiti, convinced Gillette he would find a way to aid the poorest and most underprivileged populations of the world.
Besides his own family, which includes wife Kirsten, son Cai, 3, and daughter Kea Eden, 9 months, Gillette's most passionate cause remains the people of Haiti, specifically those in group homes that care for orphans, a number that's grown exponentially since the earthquake.
"The people of Haiti have won my heart," Gillette says. "In the middle of political chaos and social upheaval --in the middle of whatever economic crisis or natural disaster they're enduring on any given day --you can still see their dignity, their beauty." These are just some of the impressive venues at which Tina Johns Heidrich and her multi-community troupe of award-winning choristers --the Connecticut Master Chorale (CMC) --have entertained audiences during the last 11 years.
"In my wildest dreams, I never envisioned performing at the White House," says Heidrich, the chorale's founder and director. "It was right after 9/11 and security was extra tight, which meant we could only take 25 of our 55-member group. We drew a lottery. Even members who didn't get to go were jumping up and down. It was very exciting."
Those who did perform did so on a brisk December afternoon in the book signers room of the White House, then later at the foot of the stairs in the grand foyer. Thousands of visitors, including military and Secret Service members and their families, heard them sing.
"It was certainly one of the most thrilling moments of my life," Heidrich says.
She's had a few of those moments, some of them in her childhood. "My mother was the organist at our Greek Orthodox Church and dad directed the choir," she says of her musical background. "I started piano lessons when I was five and played violin in elementary school. I was the only violinist in the marching band at Morris Street School."
In addition to performing at the White House, Heidrich and her group also have sung at Madison Square Garden and at West Point Military Academy. Three years in a row, they won the annual McDonald's Gospelfest Competition.
They also sang --three times! --at Carnegie Hall, twice under the direction of John Rutter, Carnegie Hall's famed musical director. In one of those performances, the 55-voice CMC was the largest single group contributing to the 250-voice chorus, which included members of adult and children's choirs from around the country.
"I've been doing this sort of work for 34 years now," Heidrich says. "These special events are wonderful but I also love the everyday process of rehearsing and performing."
Though her involvement with the CMC consumes considerable time, Heidrich also enjoys her work as musical director at the First Congregational Church of Bethel, a position she has held for the last 20 years. In addition, Heidrich has conducted and directed musical theatre, as well as numerous school, church and community choirs and orchestras.
"It has always been a dream of mine to form and direct a select group," she says of the CMC. "Also, I wanted to do three concerts a year, instead of the usual two, which makes our season a bit longer. Audiences seem to like that."
Joanne Moryl, a broadcaster at WMNR Fine Arts Radio in Monroe, Conn., and a former adjunct instructor of music at WCSU, has nothing but praise for Heidrich. For years now, she has charted CMC's progress and success. "I have always been impressed with Tina's musicianship and her skill in putting together a very professional group of singers," Moryl says. "Scott was on the air at 940 WINE AM back when they had an all-music format. From there, he went into sales and became an account executive for I-95," says Carey, who's the longest-running disk jockey at the station.
Pitch perfect --
He adds that Brunjes has always been very focused.
"He was largely responsible for our broadcast tower that was built in the '90s. I'm not surprised he has gone on to build one of the leading media agencies in Connecticut." For a brief time, she considered transferring to another school, another city. "I realized that was not the answer but the event certainly colored the way I look at the world."
She made her way through law school, broadening her law experience by clerking first at the public defender's office, then at a private law firm. In addition, she interned for a superior court judge. In 2004, law degree in hand, she returned to her hometown of Danbury to start a law practice.
"After 9/11, I realized I wanted to be closer to family," she says of the move back. "Now occasionally I can join everyone at Grandma's on Sunday."
For a year and a half, Hodge ran a general practice law firm specializing in criminal and family law before moving to a larger office with attorneys Roy Krueger (a WestConn alumnus from the class of 1998) and Daniel Sahl.
Then in 2007, she was offered a position with the Connecticut State Prosecutor's Office. "I love my work," she says about her duties as deputy assistant state's attorney. "I like trying criminal cases, fitting the pieces together. It's about serving the community, being part of the process that allows justice to be meted out."
Professor Emeritus of Justice and Law Administration Dr. Harry Schramm says it was clear from the start Hodge was destined for success. "She sat in my office one day, back in her freshman year, and told me she was going to finish her undergraduate degree in three years, which she did." He laughs. "She wanted to get on to law school."
Schramm helped her make that decision a reality. In her sophomore year, Hodge joined him and other Justice and Law Club students on a field trip to Washington, D.C. "I suggested to her that she should consider D.C. as the place to study law," says Schramm. So began her journey toward that dramatic morning in September of 2001.
Years later, Schramm has nothing but accolades for his former student. "Not only is she intelligent and highly focused, she also has a wonderfully infectious sense of humor and a warm personality. Without a doubt, she's a role model for the kind of tremendous success students can achieve with a WestConn degree."
She's also an asset to the Connecticut State Prosecutor's Office. "Sharmese is hard-working and thoughtful," says her boss, Steve Sedensky, State Attorney for the Judicial District of Danbury. "We're very fortunate she's serving the Danbury community."
Hodge remains faithful to WestConn, returning to campus several times a year to speak with students and lend her expertise to issues related to law. Last fall, she and other legal professionals served on a roundtable panel to discuss student rights and responsibilities. For years, she has served as 'judge' in Schramm's mock-trial class in the spring semester.
"Although fire suppression and medical assistance are our primary responsibilities, we also respond to air crashes, roadside emergencies and hazmat incidents," Herald says.
"We also educate the public about emergency services. Since 9/11 and (Hurricane) Katrina, part of our job has been to encourage the public to prepare for any kind of disaster or pandemic, the latest being the flu pandemic of 2009."
"My job is to make sure the people in my department have the skill set, equipment and training to do the best possible job out in the field," Herald says. "The fire department is key to making and keeping any city safe. I'm happy to report Danbury is a safe city."
Read the full story about Sharmese Hodge at wcsu.edu/alumni. The low-residency program, in its fifth year, has conferred degrees upon nearly 40 students thus far, with another half dozen scheduled to graduate in 2010. And though they are a small group, the program's alumni are quite diverse, hailing from Connecticut, Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, and places as far away as Hawaii and Puerto Rico.
Brian Clements, coordinator of the M.F.A. program since its inception, says another variable that affects the degree of diversity is the way the curriculum is structured.
employed and therefore unable to attend regular classes is one of the things that makes WestConn's program unique. Students and faculty come together at biannual residencies -which Clements calls "the heart of the program" -and conduct the rest of their interaction during the semester online.
Besides the wide-ranging hometowns represented and writing genres pursued, Clements says it's difficult to characterize a "typical" student in WestConn's M.F.A. program because of the diversity of ages, writing backgrounds and professional experience among the students.
"We have students coming directly out of undergraduate programs, we have people like Lisa (Siedlarz) who have been writing for a while on their own but have been working professionally in other fields, we have established professionals like Anne (Witkavitch) who come to the program looking to enhance or change their professional lives, and we have people who have always wanted to write that novel or book of poems but need the structure of a program to get the task done. What is common among all of the students in our program is that they're serious about their writing and they want to take advantage of the great resources among our faculty and their peers."
There are half a dozen full-time faculty members, six writers-in-residence and more than 30 writing mentors who teach in the program -and all of them have successful, established careers in a variety of creative and practical areas.
Clements says the real test of the program is whether it is producing good writers who are advancing professionally.
"It is clear that our students are publishing and finding jobs in the real world, even before they graduate," he says.
Siedlarz can attest to that.
"I had my first book of poetry come out back in April, just before I graduated, and I've been nominated for a couple of awards," Siedlarz says. "I've been appointed editor of the poetry journal Connecticut River Review, and I also facilitate writing workshops with veterans, which is very rewarding." On Homecoming Day, the class of '69 celebrated its 40th class reunion by attending a dinner in the President's Room on the Westside campus. The event was a smashing success and a night to remember for all.
The buffet dinner offered chicken cordon bleu, flank steak, vegetable lasagna, garlic mashed potatoes and mixed vegetables. Participants were then treated to Viennese pastries and make-your-own sundaes.
At the event, alumni shared fond memories of their days at WCSU. As classmates danced to the music of the '60s, they reminisced about teachers, their classes, the float and singing competitions, and, of course, McCarthy's. The evening was made very special by the presence of beloved class adviser and friend, Neil Wagner '52, and his wife, Carolyn '52. Anyone who did not know better would surely think that Neil, who is as fit as the proverbial fiddle, was actually a member of the class of '69.
Attendees came from as close as Danbury and the surrounding areas, but also from as far away as Wisconsin and Florida. Not wanting the evening to end, several followed up the festivities with a visit to the Ethan Allen Hotel, continuing to share memories and dancing until well into the morning.
When all is said and done, the very special class of '69 is made up of people who truly enjoy being with one another. About 40 years ago, a dragon reminiscent of one of our winning float competitions sat on top of what was then the Student Union. It bore the prophetic inscription, Never Let It Be Forgot! These words serve as a reassuring reminder that there will be reunions in the future for the class of '69. To see a gallery of images from this event, visit wcsu.edu/flickr.
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